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The most high seer, that is in highest heaven,
He knows it, or perchance even he knows not.'

These ideas which in the hymns of the Rig-Veda
appear only like the first dim stars, become more
numerous and more brilliant as time goes on, till at
last they form a perfect galaxy in what is called the
Upanishads, the last literary compositions which still
belong to the Vedic period, but which extend their
influence far beyond its limits.

The philosophy of the TJpanishads.

You remember that, next to what we call the age
of the hymns, followed the age of the Brahmanas,
ancient prose works intended to describe and to
illustrate the ancient sacrifices.

At the end of the Br&hma??as we generally find
what is called an Aranyaka, a forest book, a book
intended for those who have left their house to dwell
in the solitude of the forest.

And at the end of the Aranyakas again or incor-
porated within them, we find the oldest Upanishads,
literally Sessions, or assemblies of pupils round their
master; and in those Upanishads all the religious
philosophy of the Vedic age is gathered up.

In order to give you an idea of the wealth of
thought collected in these Upanishads, I may tell
you that it was at first my intention to devote the
whole of these lectures to an exposition of the doc-
trines of the Upanishads. I should have found ample
material in them; while now I can only give you
the slightest sketch of them in the short time that is
still left to me.